CHAPTER XIX

FLAGELLATES, THE ANCESTORS OF ALGAE AND
HIGHER PLANTS

General characteristics. The flagellates are aquatic organisms
which combine plant characteristics with those that we ordinarily
associate with animals to such an extent that they seem to t>e; as it
were, at the parting of the ways between the plant and animal

FIG. 444. Euglena, showing various forms assumed by a single cell, (X 675)
kingdoms. Many of them are single-cell individuals (Fig. 444). In
numerous other cases individuals are associated in colonies (Figs.
579,580), which are held together in various ways. In such cases,
however, the colony is merely an association of individuals which
are not united in an intimate manner like the cells in the tissues
of the higher plants. Each individual of the colony is largely in-
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